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6 JUri 1973

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence •

THROUGH

SUBJECT

.
: Executive Secretary, CIA Management Committee

: Alleged CIA Involvement in the Ballou Case

..

'I
I

I
II

)

1. ,By memorandum "dated 25 May 1973, I informed you of the
results of ,an interview of Mr. I Iwho reported that
Mr.1 rn employee of the O~fice of Security, had

. stated dunng a (fiscUSSlOn period at Advanced Intelligence Seminar
No. 6 in September 1971 that the Office of Security had been involved
in the "Ballou case. II (The residence of Mr. Ballou, an antique gun
collector in Silver Spring, Maryland, was raided oil 7 June 1971 by
Montgomery County Police and Federal law enforcement officers.
When the office:rs,' dressed in civilian clothes, forced their way into
the house, Ballou picked up an antique pistol. The officers opened
fire an~ seriously wounded Ballou. He was hospitalized for several
months and ':Vas left partially paralyzed. I believe he is now sUing
over the incident. ),

.
2. We interviewed Mr[ fertain other employees who

attended the Seminar, and the Director of Security to determine jus t
what was said at the Seminar and the extent of any Agency involvement

I
in the Ballou case. We find that partiCipants in the Seminar were
encouraged to discuss the details of their work and ~ssociated problems.

Mr.1 Fe'ntioned an as~ignmenthe h~d been or: wi~h. the U~~., ..
Secret SerV1.CC at the 1968 Natlona1 Conventions and hIS !laJ.son aChVlhes
with the Montgomery County Police.

3. I Ireports th~t in 'disc~ssiiig the latter ,subject he .
related a con\'ersanonhe had Wlth Inspector r lof the Mont-
gomery County Pqlice, sometime in June 1971 after the Ballou incident
had been rep. rted in the newspapers. Ac,,'!)rding tol lthe '
police inspector had thanked him for some amplifying eqUIpment uie
Agency had given to the Montgomery County Police and remarked that
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this equipment had probably saved a policeman's life. The inspector
co.m.mented that the account of the Ballou incident appearing in the
press was not the whole story. With the aid of the equipment the \-J
Agency had provided, the police had intercepted a telephone call I,

. from Ballou to a friend in which Ballou outmed plans to "kill a cop." /.
The police then staged a raid to forestall Ballou's plan, and it was . 1
daring this raid that Ballou was shot.

4. I Jsaid that he has no other knowledge of the Ballou
~e, except lor wna he has read in the newspapers, and that he has
not had any other conversations about the case with any members of
the Montgomery County Polic"e. We learned nothing from our inquiries
that would indicate any other Agency involve=nent in the Ballou case.

s. The following are related excerpts from the "Family Jewels"
aabDlission of the Director of Security on 16 May 1973:

During the period from 1968 to 1973. several items of
Positive audio equipment consisting pri.clarily of clandestine

. transmitters and touch-tone dial recorders were loaned to
the Metropolitan Police Departnlent; Fairfax County, Virginia,
Polic.e DepartInent; Montgomery County, Maryland, Police
Department; New York City Police Department; and the SaI}.
Francisco, California, Police Departlnent.

On 25 July 1968. and at the specific request of the
United States Secret Service, this Office provided two audio
counterllleasures technicians to the United States Secret Service
in connection with the Democratic National Convention held in
Chicago, Illinois. This was not an official detail although
both men were proVided with temporary credentials identifying
thexn as being affiliated with the United States Secret Service.

On 15 August 1968. we detailed the same two men to the
United States Secret Service to cover the Republican National
Convention in Miami, Florida. On both occasions. the team
menlbers were debriefed upon their return ~nd it is clear that
their activities were confined exclusiv~ly to sweeping the
candidate~' and potential candidates' quarters.

William. V. Broe
Inspector General_I

i

.,
!

0IG:0<6 June 197·3)
Diat .

Orlg & 1 - Addressee _ 2 _
1 - ExecSccj CIA M.Q

a • .'. - 0":- t. _ ~. --= . 1.--' -

\.
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MEMORAI JM FOR: The Record

Mr. F. P. Bishop is following up per para 7
of IG memo to DCI dtd 25 May--c=J

cm/31 May
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25 May 1973

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence

THROUGH Mr. WilliamE. Colby

1. On 17 May the name· of I ~as
referred to this office as having attempted to contact the Director
concernin "activities outside the Agency. II I attempted to contact

on 21 and 22 May, but he was on leave. On 23 May
......-e-s..,...ta-t..e----.or-.-e--...Jwanted to check a portion of his information and asked
if he could come to my office on 24 May.

2. came into the as a JOT
in Octobe r'--r"Q"""'l.-r-...".........,......,.........--r."............~rrr.....,,,...j s s i gned
to the S ovie t / EE Section. a'--.v-e-r-y-s-'-t-r-o-n-g-p-e-r-s-.-o-n-n-e--.l. file.

3. I ~dvised that in August 1971 he attended the
Advanced Intelligence Seminar. On the·first evening of the seminar
the students had a "getting acquainted" session where each one
:ve a brief descriEtion of his duties. One of the students, r----l
I lof the ()ffice of Security, however, ca~on

fer the seSSlon was over and expanded on the briefing he had given.
He claimed that CIA was cooperating with the Montgomery County
Police, stating that the Office of Security gave electronic and other
support to that organization.

4. He further indicated tha t the Office of Security had been
involved in the "Ballou case 11 ~ I ~escribed the Ballou case
as follows: The residence of Mr. Ballou, an antique gun collector
in Silver Spring, Maryland, was raided on 7 June 1971 by the Mont­
gomery County Police and some Federal law enforcement officers.
After the officers, dressed in civilian clothes, had forced their way
into the house Ballou picked up an antique pistol. The officers
immediately opened fire and wounded Ballou seriously. He spent
a long time in the hospital and is partly paralyzed at the present time.
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His case was given much publicity in the Washington Post at the
time. There was additional publicity in the last several months
when Ballou instigated a lawsuit against the raiding officers.

----5........... 1 fdentified another student, I I
'-" 1 who was assigned to lAS, as a friend of

----.::Hr;:e.........s..."ta"'t"'e"o:r thatI lal s 0 seem e d to know the s pec"'u..l"c"'s.....--,;o'""t't..h"e,.....-,B=raI""'I"ou
case.

6. I thanked I ~nd told him this was just the type
of information we wanted to receive so that it can be investigated
and appropriate action taken if the information is borne out.

7. This office will follow up on this allegation and advise
the Director concerning our findings.

• VY l1I1am v. Droe
Inspector General

- 2 -
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Mr.! !called the Director on~B
16 kay at 3:05 re "activities outside the
Agency" .. I told him DirectOI: was out of the
office~ but we would return his call. Mr ..! ~ called back that day and said he was
gOlng 0 Fubini lecture and would call us
back. He never did call back. Mr. Colby
said to turn over to Mr. Broe .

l \
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SUBJECT: (Optional)

ROUTING AND RECORD SHEET

fROM:

Ins pector Gene ral

EXTENSION NO.

DATI

22 May 1973

TO: (Office, de.ignation, ,oom number, and
building)

DATE
I-
__.,.--_~ OfFICER'S

INITIALS
RfOMD fORWARDED

COMMENTS (Numbe, each comment to .how f,om whom
10 whom. D,aw a line oC'on column oft., each comment.)

1.
Mr. Wm. E. Colby

2.
The Director

J.

I~.

15.
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22 May 1973

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence

THROUGH Mr. William E. COlbW:= e.-----

Mr. Colby advised me thatl lextensionO
had called the Office of the Director m lme With the Director
memorandum to all employees· dated 9 May 1973, requesting all
employees to report activities which might be construed to be out­
side the legislative charter of the Agency.

I ls employed as a GS-5 clerk in the
Cable secretanat. He Jomea t e Agency in September 1967 and
worked in the Office of Security for 3-1/2 years before transferring
to the Cable Secretariat in 1970.

While in the Office of Security he was as signed to a suppox:t
desk, SD3. The primary function of this desk was tol-:-:-__----:- ,------

I During his assignment
to th1 S a e s k, I Is=u=p=p'"""o,.-;:r""t=e'"""a:r-::::a---=p=r--=o"'"J=e--=c..t ent i t1 e d SR POINTE R - .
HTLINGUA described the project as follows. The
Office of Secun y had a unit at the JFK Inter-
national Airport that photograp email going to Soviet Bloc countries.
This work was done by Agency staff employees. Themail was placed
in bags by the regular Post Office employees and stacked. After
their departure for the night, the Agency employees would open the
mail and photograph it. Both incoming and outgoing mail, including
postcards, were photographed. A watch list was maintained and

- priority was given to the names listed, but generally all mail was
processed.

The results of the operation were sent to Washington Headquarters
where they were handled byl fIe would receive a teletype
advising him of the registry number and the number of items. He
would check to see if the number of items received was correct and
route the material to the appropriate offices. Generally about 1/4 of

°P644



• I ~
-'. .

'." .1'. ,.v ....w~ .....
(

the material was separated into bundles bound with rubber bands.
This portion was sent to TSD for technical processing. The remain-

ing material was sent to the CI Staff, 1 _

About twice a month the CI Staff would add names to or delete
names from the list. I rou1d send the changes in the list to
the field office. The watch 11st was made up primarily ofE

I tho were in the United States. Wn~n

lett the vInce or ;:securxty in 1970, the project was still activ

I Iwas in no way emotional or belligerent. He
presented the facts quickly and clearly and said he had no other
information. He stated he would have corne forward with the informa­
tion sooner but he had only recently had time to read the Director's
memorandum. The writer thanked him for his interest.

~/;/1M«tJ:&
~iarn V. Broe

Inspector General

- z -
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6 JUN 1973

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence

THROUGH

SUBJECT

: Executive Secretary, CIA Management Committee

: Alleged CIA Involvement in the Ballou Case

1. By memorandwn dated 25 May 1973, I informed you of the
r.esults of an interview of Mr.! Iwho reported that
Mr. \ I an employee of the 011lce of Security,. had
stated during a diSCUSSIon period at Advanced Intelligence Seminar
No. 6 in September 1971 that the Office of Security had been involved
in the "Ballou case. " (The residence of Mr. Ballou, 'an antique gun
collector in Silver Spring, Maryland, was raided on 7 June 1971 by
Montgomery County Police and Federal law enforcement officers.
When the officers, dressed in civilian clothes, forced their way into
the house, Ballou picked up an antique pistol. The officers opened
fire and seriously wounded Bal~ou. He was hospitalized for several
months and was left partially paralyzed. I believe he is now sUing
over the incident. )

2.. We interviewed Mr. 'I /certain other employees' who
attended the Seminar, and the Duector of Security to determ:ne just
what was said at the Seminar and the extent of any Agency involvement
in the Ballou case. We find that participants i,n the Seminar we1"e

encor::ged tr discuss the details of their work and associated problems.
-Mr. mentioned an assignment he he.d been on with the U. S.

_Secre erVIce at the 1968 National Conventions and his liaison activities
with the Montgomery County Police.

3. I reports that in discussing the latter subject he
related a conversahon he had with Inspectorl pf the Mont-
gomery County Police, sometime in June 1971 after the Ballou incident
had been repc..::-ted in the newspapers. According tol ~he

I Ihad thanked him for some amplifying equipment the
Agency had gIven to the Montgomery County Police and remarked that
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this equipment had probably saved a policeman's life. The inspector
comm.ented that the account of the Ballou incident appearing m the
press was not the whole story. With the aid of the equipment the
Agency bad provided, the police had intercepted a telephone call
froIn. Ballou to a friend in which Ballou outlined plans to "kill a cop. "
The police then staged a raid to forestall Ballou's plan, and it was
daring this raid that Ballou was shot.

4, I Isaid that he has no other knowledge of the Ballou
case, except for what he has rea? in the newspapers, and that he has
not bad any other conversations about the case with any members of
the Montgomery County Police. We learned nothing from our inquiries
that would indicate any other Agency involvem~tin the Ballou case.

5. The following are related excerpts fro=n the "Family Jewels"
submission of the Director of Security on 16 1.1ay 1973:

During the period from 1968 to 1973, several items of
positive audio equipment consisting primarily of clandestine
transmitters and touch-tone dial" recorders were loaned to
the Metropolitan Police Department; Fairfax County, Virginia,
Police Department; Montgomery County, :Maryland, Police
Department; New York City· Police DepartInent; and the Sat).
Francisco, California, Police Department.

On 25 July 1968, and at the specific request of the
United States Secret Service, this Office provided two a·udio
countermeasures technicians to the United States Secret Service
in connection with the Democratic National Convention held in

. Chicago, Illinois. This was not an official detail although
both men were provided with temporary credentials identifying
them as being affiliated with the United States Secret Service.

On 15 August 1968, we detailed the SaIne two men to the
United States Secret Service to cover the Republican National
Convention in Mianli, Florida. On both occasions, the team
members were debriefed upon their retur:::l and it is clear that
their activities were confined exclusively :0 sweeping the
candidate~I and potential candidates I quarters.

OIG: (6 June 1973)
Dh trL.t"-u-t"t'-o-n-:-'

Orig & 1 - Addressee
, "C' c_... I rT A

William. V. Broe
Inspector General

\
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Date

Follow-up interview re Mr.1 Irequest
xxx to see DCI. L.- _

FROM: FPBishop

I. ~Ve
RETUI\N TO:~fileo(~m Interviews held on behalf of DCI re Watergate/Jewels
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD.

SUBjE~~, I~LvieWWithl ------,-----r;fic~ •.·~.seciirity

1. On 31 May 1973 I questioned I Iabout what he
had said at the Advanced Intelligence Seminar No. 6 and the extent
and nature of the relations he had had with the Montgomery County
Polic~. He said that he and others had been encouraged to discuss
their work and the problems related thereto with other Seminar
members and told that what they said would pe IInon- a ttributable."
In this context he had discussed the Office of Security· 5 relati~s
with local Police Forces including the Police Force in ~~1l:tgomery
County. He said he mentioned the "Ballou Case" as an example
of how ~e Montgomery County Police had used equipment provided
by the Agency in their work, but denied that he had said or implied
that the Agency was lIinvolv~dll in the Ballou case. He said that he
ha:d ' also related to the other Seminar members the fact that the
Agency had provided assistance to the Secret Service in connection
with ~he protection of the,President and Vice President and that he
and others had been detailed to work with the Secret Service on
counter-audio activities at the 1968 Democratic National Convention
in Chicago and the Republican National Convention in Miami. I

.. asked I JWhO was on the Chicago detail, if he was
detailed to protecteVice"President. He said that he was detailed
to Tom Kelly, Deputy Chief of the Secret Service and worked in
effect as a member of the Secret Service under Mr. Kelly.

z. I questioned I Ias to whether his relations with
. the Montgomery County Police was training oriented, equipment
oriented, or if he had engaged in any operations or activities with
the police. He said his relations with the Police had been entirely
equipment oriented and had been limited to the Chief of Police and
one o~ two senior Inspectors. The extent of assistance given con­
sisted of the Agency providing the Police ~ith surplus technical
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equipment which was of no further use to the Agency, and
briefing them as to its use. He said he would not define these
briefings as training, but admitted that it might be so construed.

3. I Isaid that his only knowledge of the "Ballou
Case", except what he had read in the papers, came from one
telephone conversation he had with Ins pector I pf the
Montgomery County Police sometime after accounts of the Ballou
shooting had appeared in the press. He said the Inspector called
to thank him for some amplifying equipment the Agency had given
the Police and mentioned that it had probably saved the life of a
policeman. He said that the Inspector explained to him that the
account of the incident appearing in the press was not the whole
story, that with the aid of the equipment the Agency had provided
the Police had been able to intercept a telephone call from Ballou
to a friend in which Ballou had outlined plans to "kill a cop. "
The Police had then staged a raid to forestall Ballou's plan and it
was during this raid that Ballou was shot. I Isaid
that he had had no other conversations with the Montgomery
County Police on that subject. He said he had mentioned it at
the Seminar as an example of the sensitivity involved in the
Agency's dealings with domestic Police Forces. He said he
recalled that there was quite a bit of discussion and argument
by the Seminar members about the propriety of the Agency assist­
ing local police forces and working with the Secret Service· in the .
U. S., but that he did not recall any extensive discus sion about the
Ballou Case and that at no time had he said that the AgenCoas
directly involved. I Isaid he remembered that

reemed particularly concerned about the Agency nvo ve-
---=m=-=e-=n&:t--:l'-n::-::dT:omestic activities and that sometime later, around

January or February 1972, I ~alked to Colonel White about his
concern and Colonel White in turn talked to the Director of Security.
Since that date, he said, he has not had any further direct contact
with the Montgomery County Police, based upon orders of the
Director of Security.

:L • :z • DISIIOP

Inspector

Q06SO
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31 May 1913

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Interview with l'- IOffice of Security

1. On 31 May 1913 I questioned I labout what he
had said at the Advanced Intelligence Semmar No. 0 nd the extent
and nature of the relations he had had with the Montgomery County
Police. He said that he and others had been encouraged to discuss
their work and the problems related thereto with other Seminar
members and told that what they said would be "non-attributable."
In this context he had discussed the Office of SecuritY'1i relations
with local Police Forces including the Police Force in Montgomery
County. He said he mentioned the "Ballou Case" as an example
of bow the Montgomery County Police had used equipment provided
by the Agency in their work, but denied that he had said or implied
that the Agency was "involved" in the Ballou ca5e~ He said that he
had also related to the other Seminar members the fact that the
Agency had provided assistance to the Secret Service in connection
with the protection of the Pr-esident and Vice President and that he
and others had been detailed to work with the Secret Service on
counter-audio activities at the 1968 Democratic 1'\ational Convention
in Chicago and the Republican National Convention in Miami. I
askedl rho was on the Chicago detail, if he was
detailed to protect the Vice President. He said that he was detailed
to Torn Kelly, Deputy Chief of the Secret Service and worked in
eHect as a member of the Secret Service under Mr. Kelly.

2. I questioned I rs to whether his relations with
the Montgomery County Police was training oriented, equipment
oriented, or if he had engaged in any operations or activities with
the police. He said his relations with the Police had been entirely
equipment oriented and had been limited to the Chief of Police and
one or two senior Inspectors. The extent of assistance given con­
.bted of the Agency providing the Police with surplus technical
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equipment which was or no further use to the Agency, and
brleting them as to its use. He said he would not define these
briefings as training, but admitted that it might be so construed.

3.1 Isaid that his only knowledge of the "Ballou
Case", except what he had read in the papers, came trom one
te~ephone conversation he had with Inspector I f! the
Montgomery County Police sometime after accounts of the Ballou
.hooting had appeared in the press. He said the Inspector called
to thank him for some amplifying equipment the Agency had g~ven

the Police and mentioned that it had probably saved the Ufe of a
policeman. He s~id that the Inspector explained to him that the
account of the incident appearing in the press was not the whole
Itory, that with the aid of the equipment the Agency had provided
the Police had been able to intercept a tel~phone call from Ballou
to a. friend in which Ballou had outlined plans to ''kill a cop:."
The Police had then staged a. raid to fo'restall Ballou's plan and it
was duritig this raid that Ballou was shot. I Isaid
that he had had no other conversations with the Montgomery
County Police on that subject. He said he had mentioned it at
the Seminar as an example of the sensitivity involved in the
Agency's dealings with domestic Police Forces. He said he
recalled that there was quite a. bit of discussion and argument
by the Seminar members ,about the propriety of the Agency assist ...
ing local police forces and working with the Secret Service in the
U.S., but that he did not recall any extensive discu88ion about the
Ballou Case and that at no time had he said that the Agency was
directly involved. I lsaid he remembered thatII

~eemed parUCUIClrly cdncerned about the Agency~ve...
'---m"""""""'e""'-n-rt-iri"""""'--:a..-Jomestic activities and that sometime later, around
. January or February 1972,1 ltalked to Colonel White about his
concern and Colonel White in turn talked to the Director of Security.
Since that date, he said, he has not had any further direct contact
with the Montgomery County Police, b~LSed upon orders of the
Director of Security.

F. P. Bishop
Inspector

... 2 ... 00652
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31 May 1973

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Interview Withl IFMSAC

I.r Isaid he recalledl Italking
about the 0 fice of Secunty's liaison with the Police Forces in
the Metropolitan Area and that the Ballou case was mentioned.
He also recalled that I Ihad mentioned that the Agency
had provided assistance to the Secret Service in connection with
surveillance work against radical groups at the 1968 Democratic
National Convention in Chicago.' He said that he could not re­
member exactly what[ Isaid, but he did recall that
there was considerable dlSCUSSlon and debate among the class
members about the propriety of the Agency engaging in such
activities.

____~~2..!...-----'L~ater in January or February 1972, at a time when
Iwas Chairman of the Management Advisory Group

---r(MArT"7r7"'G.,)',----.::hc-::e~s--=a~ldhe discussed these matters, and questioned the
extent to which the Agency should become involved in domestic
intelligence activities, with Colonel White and later with Mr.
Colby. The MAG also raised the general problem in a couple of
their papers, but without citing specific detailed-examples. He
said he understood that Colonel White had taken the matter up
with the Director of Security and that some changes had been
made as a result.

I I..,..J:--:.,-----,Z-.::----,DrTT!"'-:5TlJITlU.-rip

Orig - File w j'---- ~terview

CIA I"IT:: .,~.' ~!
I a I cr.( . . eO'I""._ ,,_1
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29 May 1973

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Possible Agency Involvement in Outside Activities

on BaSiS

I
of InIo~mationProvided b~,---- _

On 29 May 1973 I talked to Mr. who
was a clas·smate oflland at the Advanced
Intelligence Semina~hel on - ep ern er 1971. Mr.1
said that each student was asked to describe and talk about his'--w-o-r--.k;-----J
in the Agency and he recalled that Mr.1 lhad talked about the
Office of Security's liaison with, and ass1stance given to and received
from, the Police Departments in the· Washington Metropolitan area.
He said he could not recall specifically what was said, but to the best of
his memory Mr. IIdescribed training given to either the Prince
George's or Mont~CountyPolice concerning surveillance methods
and electronic techniques. He 'said that he did not recall any discussion
of the "Ballou case" and that he had no knowledge of that case other
than what he had read in the newspapers.
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25 May 1973

.-'
MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence

THROUGH : Mr. William E. Colby

1. On 17 May the nazne oIl }a.
referred to this office as having attempted to contact the Director
concerning "activities outside the Agency." I attempted to contact

Ion 2.1 and 22. May, but he walS on leave. On 23 May
-----.b-e::--""':,.:-ita...,...,t-e--.a'h'e- wa.nted to check a portion of his information and asked

if he could come to my office on 24 May.

2. carne into the A~ency as a JOT
in October an s current y aeigned
to the S ovletIEESection. !---=a-:v=e=r=y'--s:::-r::r=o=-=n=-g=-=pe=-:::-:r=-s=-o=-n=n-=-"e tile.

3. r !advised that in August 1911 he attended the
Advanced Intelligence Seminar. On the first evening of the eeminar
the students had a "getting acquainted tl session where each ono
gave a brief description of his duties. One of the students~ I

I 1of the Office of Security, however, carried on
alter the session was over and expanded on the briefing he.had given. L..- _

He claimed that CIA was coo~ratingwith the Montgomery County
Police, stating that the Office of Security gave electronic and other
support to that organization.

4. He further indicated that the Office of Security had been
Involved in the "Ballou case".J Ide scribed the Ballou case
as follows: The residence ofr. Ballou, an antique gun collector
in Silver Spring, Maryland, was raided on 7 June 1971 by the Mont­
gomery County Police and some Federal law enforcement officers.
Alter the officers, dressed in civilian clothes, had forced their way
into the house Ballou picked up an antique pistol. The officers
immediately opened fire and wounded Ballou seriously. He spent
a long time in the hospital and is partly paralyzed at the present time.

OOGSG



Ht.. cue wa. given much publicity in the Washington~ at the
time. There was additional publicity in the l~t several months
when Ballou tnaUgated a lawsuit again~t the ra..iding officera •

.---------""5'-"-1 ~denti!ied another student, I l
:

1 woo was asatgned toO as a friend arT r
L...,.;n"'e............l1.....t"""a....-te,..,...-- that0 &1. 0 seemed to know the .II peC':nU<Tl=C=s---'o=fr-rthl:"""e~B~il"""'l ou

case.

6. t thankedl ~d told hhn thia was just the type
of inlormation we wanted to receive so that it can be investigated
and appropriate action taken if the information is borne out.

7. Thb oHIce will follow up on this' allegation and advise
tb. Director concerninaour finding••

WilHam V. Broe
In.pector General

-2-
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Mr. Lloyd Shcarer
Editor-at- Large
Paradc :M:agazine
140 N. Hamilton Drive
Beverly Hills, California 90211

Dear Mr. Shearer:

(.

5317 Briley Place, N. W.
Washingt~n, D. C. 20016
29 Fcbruary 1972 .

Thank you for your lettcr of February 7, 1972, and its
kind words about me. As you can itnaglnc, your chzllcnge sct
me to work to meet it. As a result I can say, under oath if
need be, that CIA has never carried out a polit.ical assassin.?tion,
nor has it induced, cmploycd or suggested one which occurred.
Whether this fully n1.eets your challenge, I cannot t:CiY (it tak.~s

two to tango), but it is a long way from the 'original staten'~~nt in
Mr. Scott1s coluIT.n that CIA "uses politicc;.l assassb2tion as a
weapon." Perhaps 1 am too sensitive, but I would hope y01.1 coulci
set the record straight for your readers. .

Sincercly,
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LLOYD SHEARER

Edil.r-d·!Aryc

Mr. W.E. Colby
5317 Briley P.l.
Washington, D.C. 20016

Dear i1r! Colby\'

Parade Pilblication.5. Inc. + OL j -207J

/.60 N.IJamilton Drive
Bet/trlll Hilb, Calif. 90211

February 7, 1972
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Thank you ror your kind and informative letter,of

January 11 concerning Operation Phoenix.

I doni t want to get into a running word-batt.Le 1':i th

you on the subject of political assassination in Indo-China

or the role of CIA and other of our agencies in Operation

Phoenix.

I am just ~ondering of you would care to say flatly

that the CIA has never' used political assassination in

Indo-Chin~ or elsewhere and has never induced, employed, or

~uggested to others that such tactics or devices be employed •

If you :wil.l make that flat staterr.ent und.er oeth. I ":111

not only apologize. I will tango With Dick He,tms in

Garfinckel l s largest ShOl~ vlindo\'l at 14th end F--providing,

of course, Mrs. Helms gives her permission •

Again, I thank you for your interest and cO~Qend you

for the really outstanding service you have rendered the

country. You are indeed one of Helms' finest •

,~
uectf~Y'

, &1J~~(h.~
LLO D SHEARER 00661
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llOYD SHEARER
E4ill1T-al·LaTI11

#.,

Parade Publications. I.u. • OL 3-2013
J~O N. l/amillo7t Ddre
Bnerlll Hills. Colif. 90211

April 30, 1972

Dear General Col~y:

(1) Thank you for your article, "Should Lesbians Be
Al1o~'ied To Play Professional Football'}" I found it intrirruintr.
and we plan to run it in a future issue under your by-line, of
course.

(2) Thank you for arranain~ ~ tan~o with me and Dick
Helms of Her Majesty's Tel Aviv Rifles. Even At Williams,
Dick \'laS one of the great tan.cro-irtlsts of our time. Garfinkels,:
Woodrop-Lathrop, even Hechts---in fact, any place and time of
your choosin~ is O.K. with me.

(J) One sad notel Will you tell An~us we cannot use
his ne"l car bumper sticker: LICK DICK in 1172, because it is
,open to misinterpretation. In addition, wa try to remain
politically neutral. ~

(4) As to your willin~ncss to say under oath tha~ the
CIA has never been party to political assassination, I, of
late, have beentravelLln~a good deal. In the course of my
travels r happened to encounter OleO' Penkovsky--not your
01ea:---but Penkovsky, a bartender, in Cleveland ,··Ohio.
Penkovsky told me tha~ you signe~a secrecy a~~eement, For~

270, lIii tnessed by Victor L. Earchetti. Under the terms of
this as:rree;nent you are pled~ed to eternal silence concerninrr
CIA activities. Unless you have a special Papal dispensation--­
the kind S<':i ven Allen Du LIes and Lyman Kirkpatriclr. Jr., it seems
to me you are lip-sealed.

Perhaps this does not apply to hearln~s before
the Senate Forei~n Relations Co~cittee or the prestiaious
Council o,'~ Foreicm Relations. If this is so, please let me
know; and we will take it from there.

.
(5) ,I will be in Washln~ton shortly stayinlT at the

home of Jack Anderson out in Silver SprinP:'. Perhs.ps '\'~e can
meet there for a. scalI SUI!l!Ili t. I 'Nil1 have l'l1 th me severEd
former Green Beret oembers who want to discuss with you
the subject of CIA ioposters in South Vietnam, who lied to
them and me, too.

Let me hear frvw you. Allnthe best,
~\( ) ~ 00664
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Mr. Lloyd Shearer'
Editor-at-Large
Parade Magazine
140 N. Hamilton Drive
Beverly Hills, California 90211

Dear Mr. Shearer.

5317 Briley Place, N. W.
Washington, D. C. Z0016
7..9 February 1972

Thank you for your letter of February 7, 1972, and ita
kind words about me. As you can iInagine, your challenge set
me to work to D"lCet it. As a result I can say, under oath if
need be, that CIA has never carried out a political <ls5assin<:'.t~on,

nor has it induced, employed or .suggested one which occurred.
Whether this fully meets your challenge, I cannot say (it tak(:1J
two to tango), but it is a long way from the orieinal statement in
Mr. Scott's column that Cl!\ "uses political assassination ns a
weapon." Perhaps I am too sensitive, but I would hope you could
set the record straight for your reade rB.

Sincerely,

w. E. Colby
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LLOYD SHEARER
EdiJor-al·1Arge

Mr. W.E. Colby
.5317 Briley Pl.
Washington, D.C. 20016

Dear Hr. ColbyY

Parade Publications. Inc. • OL 3-2073
HO N. Hamilton Dri,'e
Be'Dcrl'll Hilb. Calif. SOlll

February 7, 1972

Thank you for your kind and informative letter of

January 11 concerning Operation Phoenix.

I don t t "'ant to get into a running word-battle 'Ni th,

you on the subject of political assassination in Indo-China

or the role of' CIA and other of our agencies in Operation

Phoenix.

I am just ~onderin5 ~f you would care to say flatly

that the CIA has never used political assassination in

Indo-China or elsewhere and has never induced', employed, or

~uggested to others that such tactics or devices be employed.

If you \>1111 make that flat statement under oath, I will

not only apo'Logize, I will tango with Dick Hel~s in

Garfinckel t s largest show rlindol'l at 14th and F--providing,

of course, l'irs. Helms gives her permission.

Agcin, I thank you for your 1~terest and commend you

for the really outstanding service you have rendered 'the

country. You are indeed one of Helms' finest.
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Mr. Lloyd Shcarer
Editor at Large
Parade Maga2.inc
733 Third Avenue
New York, New York 10017

Dear Mr. Shearert

­.. ,
( .. .

.,
5317 Briley Place
'Vn8hington, D. C. 20016
January 11, 197Z

rl

In your i6Clue of Jan~ry 9th. one oE 'Walter Scott's Person.ality Parade
resp0:lses 6tated that CIA I~es political assa£Gination ao a weapon" and
that Operation Phoonix "run by the CIA cttabliah.3d a new high for U. S.
political as Dll8Dinationc in Vietnam. I: Since I b1:vC beld res ponsible position,
in CIA for many years and was also (during <1et.&lched service from CU.. ) rc­
.ponoible for U. S. GUP?orl to Opcration Phoenix, I beliove I am uniquely'
qualified to teotify (as I h!lve in public Gcssion under oath to Senate and House
Committees) that:

a. CIA does net nnd has not used political as:!:lfisination as a.
wCZlpon.

b. Opel'ation Phoenix was run not by the CIA but by tha Govern­
ment of Victn~m,with the liupport of the CORDS clement of the U. S.
Military Assistance Com..'TInnd in coordination with scveral U. S.
agencies including CIA.' .

c. Qpc,-ation Phoenix 10 not llnd was not a progrnm of aGBilGaiiU­
tion. It countcred the Viet Cong apparatus attempting to overthrow
the Goverruneut of Vietnam by targetttng its leadera. Wherever pos­
sIble, these were apprehended or invited to defe-ct, b\~t a 8ubstantid
number were killed in iirefightn during military operatio:ls or re­
dding capture. There fa a vast difference in kind. not merely in
degree, between thc:le cornbat casualties, (even including the few
abusee which oceun-cd) and the victims of the Viet Gong's sYGtcmatic
camJhlign of terrorism to which Mr. Scott quito accurutely referred.

In order to c..~!"lfy this important quasH,,-.l to the millions of concerned
Americana who read Pi\r~.de, I should appreciate your publishing thio :lcttcr.

Sinceroly,

lsi w. E. Colby

W. E. Colby
WEC:blp

• Distribution:
Orip. - AddTPRRPH t - ~
1 - William Sullivan (I[ Stafe

00667
1 - ExDiT 1 - Mr. "ThUei'ffie~

(via SAVA - 12 Janl 1 - Colonel Farnham !osn /TS:'·



'.

"

5317 Briley Place
Washington, D. C. 20016
January 11, 1972

Mr. Lloyd Shearer
Editor at Large
Parade Magazine
733 Third Avenue
New York, New York 10017

.' Dear Mr. Shearer:

In your issue of January 9th, one of Walter Scott's Personality Parade
rcsponses stated that CIA "uses political assassination as a weapon" and
that Operation Phoenix "run by the CIA established a new high for U. S.
political assass ina~ions in Vietnam." Since I haye held rcs ponsible, positions
in CIA for many years and was also (during detached service from CIA) re­
sponsible for U. S. supp,ort to Operation Phoenix, I believc I am uniquely
qualified to testify {as I have in public session under oath to Senate and HOWle
Committees} that:

a. CIA does not and has not used political assassination as a
weapon.

b. Operation Phoenix was run not by the CIA but by the Govcrn­
ment of Vietnam, with the support of the CORDSelcITlcnt of the U. S.
Milit.lry Assistancc Cor,nmand in coordination with several U. s.
agencies including CIA.

c. Operation Phoenix is not and was not a prograITl of assasBina­
tion. It countered the Viet Cong apparatus attempting to overthrow
the Government of VictnaITl by targctting its leaders. Wherever pos­
sible, thee c were apprehended or invited to defect, but a subctantial
number were killed in firefights during military operations or re­
sisting capture. Therc is a vast difference in kind, not merely in
degree, between these combat casualties (even including the few
abuB es which occurred) and the victims of the Viet Cong's systematic
campaign of terrorism to which Mr. Scott quite accurately referred.

In order tv clarify this important question to the millions of concerncQ.
AInericans who read Parade, I should appreciate your publiehing thi,a letter.

Sincercly,

00668
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ACTOR mNrST 1l0RGNlNE WITH HIS FOURTH WIFE.
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Q. Does Richard Nixon
have his o\;"n plivate golf
course at Key Biscayne?­
Emma R.eynolds, Orlando,
Fla. '.
A. Not at Key Biscayne. He
'owns a six-hole pilch-and­
pUll coulse on his San
Clemente, Calif.. estate.

Q. How long docs it take
ladioaclive falfoul from
Chinese nuclear lests to
leach tile US.?-M.lIk
Cheseboro, Balstow, Calif.
A. Approximalely three
days depending on the
wind.

Q. How m<lny limes h<ls aclor Ernesl Borgnine been
mallied, and is h~ a wife·beate/?-f,T.R., Splingfield,
Mass.
A. Borgnine has been married four limes. His last'
wife, Donna, has chillgcd him with beating her, ~s
seeking a divorce.

".

' Q. Is there any af,ency 01 the U.s. Govemment whiJh
has bc;cn aulhorized to include political assassinalion •
in its p/aclices?-M. Witso.n, Austin, Tex.
A:The one U.S. "hcncy ""hich uses political assassi·
nation as a we,'pon is the Central Intelligence
Agency. Many of its men 'in Vietnam have assassi­
n;'lled civilian Communists in an effort to destroy the

- Vietcong infrastruclure. Operation Phoenix run by
the CIA established a new high for U.S. political
assassinations in Vietnam. largely in response to
enemy terrorist tactics which also include assassina­
tion, kidnapping. tcrro;ism of all sort.s.

/I /"'It:IV~'U 1I"1~l::. PC D I)lI.U ''-'l·.III\.':­
\

I AND RICHARD BURTON.

auoci~le ed'lol'5. LINDA GUTSTDN, HERDERT IWPHRBERG, MARTIN MARGULIES, JOHN C. ROGERS

) f. MILKUHN art ~ssoci3te.At TitOlANI
I asslsUnts. MARY UOOOROWStI, SUZANNE CURLEY, DORIS SCHOPTMAN
~. DEMETRIA TI.nOll f~n, VIRGINIA POPE urtoon c.-dilor. LA\~lt£NCf LAIIAR

I BWMrt,THAL, OP/.l GINN

, Q, rour yC',1fS ,11:0 .1Crre~s.'. I Neely L,lm,lff h.ul a m.m
, I ii.mwd nOll,l'd Myth jai14'd

(01 ,1tll'lII}'lC'd I,lpe. lie
cI.limC'c/ .'1 'Ile ,ime Ih,;tt
I troy Iwl ;nvitC'c/ Ilim 10
SI,.l/(, hl'l /Jeri. \'\'h,11 ~N
hJppeoC'd to th.lt c.15el-
D.!., 1uMJOck, Tex.

lpairman (or thc los An&dcs
. the ch.u~e .,nd sued Hcdy
g that she hOld willing!)' ac-

, vcral weeks :Igo Miss lamur
urI 10 answer Blyth's charses,
-de red her to pay him $15,000
Ienouncing him as a rapist
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'. !-lope and docs he stitl 1001
Chicago, 111. .
n in Eltham, Ensland, on July
It his lesl (or living it up.
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..• ,. Dr, CAMPBElL GUSLIN s~njot r<lilor, DAVID PALEY
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5317 Briley PIa ce
Washington, D. C. 20016
January 11, 1972

Mr. Lloyd Shearer
Editor at l...arge
Parade Magazine
733 Third Avenue
New York, New York 10017

Dear lvir. Shearer:

c. Operation Phoenix is not and was not a prograITlof assassina-
tion. It countered the Viet Cong app,natus attem)2ting to overthrow /1 ' I

"=-:::-,~'_T'='1~ -r (1 r-(1 ~' ) ~I l. t. l.J' • i
the Governn1ent of Vietnam l5\toy n-01!:,i;.chC)'d~. ~_:;Q~ect~~ its leaders. .'l.J'-.L,"t II

-.1"'... . ~ J (J ....... .'
...sQB:..:....~fre.e.e. were killed in firefights during military operations or I
resisting capture. There is a vast difference in kind, not ITlerely in ~
degree, between these cOInbat casualti es (even including the few I

abuses which occurred) and the victims of the Viet Cong1s systematic
campaign of terrorism to which Mr. Scott quite accurately r~ferred.

In your issue of January 9th, one of Vlalter Scott's Persona~1tv Parade
responses stated that CIA "uses politi~al assassination as a weapon" and
that Operation Phoenix "run by the CIA establis hed a new high for U. S.
political assassinations in VietnaITl. II Since I have held responsible positions
in CIA for many years and \vas also (during detached service frOIn CIA) re­
sponsible for U. S. support to Operation Phoenix, I believe I aITl uniquely.
qualified to testify (as I have in public session under oath to Senate and House

Com.rnittees) that:

a. CIA does not and has not used political assassination as a

weapon.

b. Operation Phoenix ·'I,\'as run not by the CIA but by the Govern­
ment of Vietnam with the support of the CORDS element of the U. s.
Military Assistance Conunand in coordination with several U. S.

agencies including CIA.

tt.A-~.f.

.MV
~)

.L

~~/
Cl....-

:...[J In order to clarify this important questi.n to the millions of conc~rned
Americans who r~ad Parade, I should appreciate your publishing this letter.

" ,

.i

Sincerely,

kA .fC .__(() ==b c- \1 __ ~~..-----
w. :~. Colby

OOG7!}

"
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5317 Briley Place
Washington, D. C. 20016
January 10, 1972

Mr. Lloyd Shearer
Editor at Large
Parade Magazine
733 Third Avenue
New York, New York 10017

Dear Mr. Shearer:

In your issue of January 9th, one of Walter Scott's Personality
Parade responses stated that CIA "uses political assassination as a
weapon" and that Operation Phoenix 'lrun by the CIA established a new
high for U. S. political assassinations in Vietnam. II Since I have held
responsible positions in CIA for many years and was also (during de­
tached service !rOln CIA) responsible for U. S. support to Operation
Phoenix, I believe I am uniquely qualified to testify (as I have in public
session under oath to Senate and House Committees) that:

a. CIA .does not and has not used political assassination as
a weapon.

b. Operation Phoeni-x was run not by the CIA but by the
Government of Vietnam with the support of the CORDS element
of the U. S. Military Assistance Command in coordination with
several U. ~. agencie's including CIA.

. c. Operation.., Phoenix is not and was not a Pfogram of
as sassination:-but::...rather~endeavPL~ocounte<the Viet Cong
apparatus lea-d-in-g::-t-he attempt;to overthrow the Govcrmnent of
Vietnam by apprehending or defecting its :r1ernbe.rs.....' Some of
these were killed in firefights during military operations or re-

. sisting capture. There .is a vast difference in kind, not merely~ ........
/) n °,/ldegree, between these comb~t c~sualties (even including °L, .•~o_:- ,)_"'ou
~~}.occa sionaL.:.:...an.d..ie.w._.:-_-.a.buscs r and the victims of the Viet' \

. Cong's systematic campaign of terrorism......r~~~p~to-by-Mr;·:Sc-otb ..
--'r.,.. ".'.-.....-..\- ,\'", .~,.~ (~ .....~.\. .... ~, q .•."­

In order to clarify this important question to the millions o{ con- I j

cerned Americans who mig-ht-be mi s3 ed....b..y:...M...r.......lic.ott!s.:.c.olulTIl).J I should \' f'-' '.
appreciate your publishing this letter. --._ rl

C?~ (.~~~l )j
....._-_.-----

~iDcerely ,

W. E. Colby
0067.1
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~ENOER WILL CHECK CLA. 'ICATJON TOP AND BOTTOM

tiNCLASSIFIED I I CONFIDI:::'iTlA•• I SECRET

OFFICIAL ROUTING SLIP .

TO NAME AND ADDRESS DATE INITIALS

1 Colonel \Vhite

2

3

"
5

6

ACTION DIRfCT REPLY PP.EP1.P.E l:EPLY
I.PPROVAL DISPATCH RECOW.iHiDA nON
C(H.~I.1EHT FILE P.HUP.lf
COHCURI\EHCE It:FORMATlOH SIG/;ATUIIE

Remarks:

.
Mr. Colby asked that the attached be sent

to you for comments.-
~"k- tfl-o ~;5f;J ' Lit-
~-/~~~
~cfJ~~
~~~~
tJ.-~ c.Y:-~

FOLD HERE TO RETURN Tn

FRO!·1: NAME, A~;:;i'fESS AND PHO~ NO. DATE

O/ExDir I 10 Jan 72

I U;,\CI.AS 'U'I t.lI. t t CO:'iFJDE!'\TJAL I SECIlET

I
•
j

l
L~

r
~.,
t
I
I

loa", flO.
1-67 237 Un previous tdilions
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Mr. Lloyd Shcarer
Editor at Large
Parade Magazine
733 Third Avenue
New York, New York 10017

Dear Mr. Shearer:

(
-"5317 Briley Place
Washington, D. C. 20016
10 January 1972

i
i
I
I
I

In your issue of January 9th, one of Walter Scott's Personality
Parade responses stated that CIA "uscs 'political assassination as a
weapon" and that Operation Phoenix "run by the CIA established a new
high for U. S. political as sassinations in Vietnam." Sincc I have held
rcsponsible positions in CIA for many years and was also (during de­
tached scrvice from CIA) responsible for U. S. support to Opcration
Phoenix, I believe I am uniquely qualified to testify (as I have in public'
session under oath to Senate and House Committees) that:

a. CIA does not and has not us ed political as sas sination as

a weapon.

b. Operation Phoe~ix was run not by the CIA but by the
Govermnent of Vietnam with the support of the CORDS clement
of the U. S. Military As sistance Command.

c. Operation Phoenix is not a program of assassination.
Members of the Viet Cong apparatus were killed in the course
of military o'perations or resisting police arrest. There is a
vast difference in kind, not mercly dcgree, betwcen these (even
including occasional -- and few - - abuscs) and the Viet Cong's
conscious campaign of terrorism referred toby Mr. Scott.

In order to clarify·this important question to the millions of con­
cerned Americans who might be mislcd by Mr. Scott's column, I should

appreciate your publishing this lctter.

Sincerely,

W. E. Colby

00673
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SENDE" WILL CHECK CL.AS 'CATION TO;- AND BOTTOM

" " U'iC!..ASSI FI ED i I ,-o!'\FlDEl'iTIAL I SECRET

OFFICIAL ROUTI~G SLIP ..

TO NAME AND ADDRESS DATE INIT/AI..S

1 Mr. George Carver

2

!

•
S ..

6

ACTION , O~P.ECT r.EPLY FREI'Ar.E REPLY
APPROVAL DISPATCH RECGW~EHDI. nON
CO~MEHT FILE RETUr.H
COHCURRENCE INFORMATIOH SIGIlATURE

Remarks:

Mr. Colby asked that the attached be sent
to you [or comments. If possible, we should
appreciate receiving your response this after-
noon. .

.

FOL.D HERE TO f~ETURN TO SENDER

F'ROM: N"'~E. AOORESS AND PHONE NO. DATE

O!Execut;.ve Director1
I

~O Jan 72

I U;';CLASSIFIED I I CO;';FIDE:-iTIAL I SEcm:T

.
I,
k

l
l
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l,
\
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5317 Briley Place
Washington, D. C. 20016

10 January 1972~ ~

/ ~ '/~;J'Y
. . - .1, 0 . L

.~~
{G 1~~0''\£

In your issue of January 9th, ne of' alter Scott's Personahty ~~'.I
Parade responses stated that CIA " u es politi a1 assassination as a ,.1\ ,

weaponll'and that Operation Phoenix. 1 un by the CIA established a new Y J
high for U. S. political as sas sination in Vietna ." Since I have held ./
responsible positions in CIA for many ears and s also (during de-
tached service from CIA) responsible -or U. S. sup ort to Operation
Phoenix, I believe I am uniquely qualif~ed to testify (~ I have in public
session under oath to Senate and House Committees) t

Dear lvf.r. Shearer:

Mr. Lloyd Sheare
Editor at Large
Parade Magazine
733 Third Avenue
New York, New York 10017

. '.
.... , .....:

00675

Sincerely,

w. E. Colby

a. CIA does not and has not u ed political as sas ination as

a weapon.

b. Operation Phoenix was run ct by the CIA but by he
Government of Victnam with the su port of t?e CORDS3~len~t .~

,
" , _ _ 't1 of the U. ~. Milita,J'Y Assistance fO mand.lf::-~ -..-.....
~ uS~~~ c.lfl ..a....-& 1>-' _~ L,:"~:L . '

,I ~->JI:. w-SA..·~Operation~hoe~~.:i~p..Jep,logram ~f as~as~ination/l~I-e'h'Lt,!.
~~f. 1\irer.n15ers of tAG>~';;.~g~1l:,~~:ursi\W~~~l11c~l~i·t~fcO\ir~- jA .--+ 'l't t" ("("1\, I ~., I \,\!._~ .:.=-- ~;"::l [L Tl . _~

&v'nll\~P" ml 1 ary opera 10n6 'or l'OS:1EdJi1g71\?~-t..~r lere ly
. vast d~fference ,in kind, not mcrely'-deg'rce" be~~?E~..,!hcs,.c;\{eYcn

includmg occaslOnal -- and few -- abuscs)and thcAVict Cbhg's
~. ~f~-tl'c-~=-campaignof terrorism refcrred to by Mr. Sc {to

1· In order to clarify this important question toft millions of con-
cerned Americans who might be misled by M ...~ott's column, I should

appreciate you:- publishing this letter.
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UNCLASSJFlED I I ~ONFIDE..YnAL I SECIlET

JFFICIAL ROUTI~G SLIP
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1 D~/I btP JAN 1972
/0 9~J
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ACTIOlt DIRECT REPLY PP.EPARE I\EPLY
AFPRO\,Al DISPATCH r.ECOHMENUAlIOK
COt!.MEHT FILE RETlIRK
CONCIJRP.ENCE INFORMATION SIGI:UURE

Remarks:

Mr. Colby asked that the attached be sent
to you for comments. If possible, 'we should
appreciate your response this aftern00n.
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Mr. Lloyd Shearer
Editor at Large
Parade Magazine
733 Third Avenue
New York. New York 10011

Dear Mr. Shearer:

( I~~~,. r '/'.:;"J/.J.:..,.~

5317 Brilc'y Place- - --­

Washington, D. C. 20016
10 January 1972

··•
l·I

. "

I
-1

I
i

!
I
I
i..
f

In your issue of January 9th, one of Walter Scott's Personality
Parade responses stated that CIA "uses political assassination as a
weapon" and that Operation .Phoenix "run by the CIA established a new
high for U. S. political assassinations in Vietnaln." Since I have held
responsible positions in CIA for many years and was also (during de­
tached service from crAJ responsible for U. S. support to Operation
Phoenix, I believe I amlYniquel0qualifi~d to testify (as I have in public'
session under oath to Senate and House Committees) that:

a. CIA does not and has not used political assassination as

a weapon.

b. Operation Phoenix was run not by the CIA but by t
Govermnent of Vietnam with the support of the CORDS el,----... '---""""-- .

of the l!. S. Military As sistance Cornm.and.

c. Operation Phoenix is not a program of as sas sination.
Members of the Viet Gong apparatus wcre killed in the course
of military operations or resisting police arrest. There_is a ___. ,,--
vast difference in kind, not merely degree, between~hcsjl(even
including occasional -- arid few -- abuses) and theViet-Cong's
oonscious campaign of terrorism referred to by Mr. Scott•

\ I

In order to clarify this important question to the millions of con­
cerned Axnericans who might be misled by Mr. Scott's colwnn, I should

appreciate your publishing this letter.

-

•

I'

Sincerely,

w. E. Colby

00679
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I :::ENDER WILL CHECK CL~ ICATION TOP AND BOTTOM
UNCJ.ASSIFll::D I I ,--ONFJDE:-iTUL I SEcnET

OFFICIAL ROUTIXG SLIP
//

TO NAME AND ADDRESS DATE INITIALS

1 Gene/aI/OUDs el

2 1./ .
w .

3

"
S

. -.~. -~

6

ACTION O:r.ECT REPLY PR~!'I.J;E REPLY
lFPilOVAl DISPI.TCH REC01r:MHiDATlON
COII.t;1EHT mE RETURN
CONcur-fiErCE IliFOr-MATIOH SIGl\ATURE

Hemnrks:

Mr. Colby asked fhat the attached be sent

to you for conunents. If possib1e.....-.Yl.c sholllii..:

appreciate your response this afternoon.
, -

FOLD Ht:.RE TO RETURN TO SENDER
FROM: NAME. AOOr-ESS AND PHONE NO. DATE

O/ExDir~ 10 Jan 72
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5317 Briley Place
Washington, D. C. 20016
10 January 1972

Mr. Lloyd Shearer
Editor at Large
Parade Magazine

·733 Third Avenue
New York. New York 10017

Dear Mr. Shearer:

In your issue of January 9th, one of Walter Scott's Personality
Parade responses stated that CIA. "uses political assassination as a
weapon" an~ that Operation Phoenix "run by the CIA established a new
high for U. S. political assassinations in Vietnam." Since I have held
responsible positions in CIA for many years and was also (during de­
tached service from CIA) responsible for U. S. support to Operation
'Phoenix, I believe I am uniquely qualified to testify (as I have in public
session under oath to Senate and HOl,lse Committees) that:

a. CIA does not and has not us ed political as sas sination as
a weapon.

b. Operation Phoe be ,-vas run not by the CIA but by the
Goverrunent of Vietnam with the support of the CORDS eleme.,rt

.. Llt of the U. S. Military Assistance Conunand,,·l.-. <:-o-o-rJ.. ,'lA.o_\ ,'~
~ C(/7 ~ c~ U.s O-o~

c •. Operation Phoenix is not a program of assassination.
Members of the Viet Cong apparatus were killed in the course
of military operations or resisting police arrest. There is a
vast differenc'e in kind, not merely degree, between these (even
including occasional -- and few -- abusesfand the Viet Cong's
conscious campaign of terrorism referred to by Mr. Scott .

In order to clarify this iInportant question to the millions of c on­
cerned Americans who might be misled by Mr. Scott's column, 1 should
appreciate your publishing this letter.

Sincerely,

w. E. Colby
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The noted phrases :ihould, in my opi:don..:>

~

be cut out.~ They are the kind.. that lead to the

italticiz~d "Editor's Not!!'! ~t the end of the letter

which rebuts ~e whole ~oi~~ ~eing nade by

the letter writer.

"R~3isting po :_ce arrest " 'Hill gC't

you, with thl' prec;s, nothing but sni~.c illicldng

cracks ••• and as we're really not going to Jl win

too much in :-uch a short letter anyway, ~'Jhy not sldp

~he occassional abuses bit.
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Mr. Lloyd Shearer
Editor at Large
Parade Magazine
733 Third Avenue
New York, New York l0017

Dear l\.1r. Shearer:

,--..~ ~:dl7 n riley Ph·: e
Washington, D. C. '.' I)" S
lO Janua ry 1912

In your issue of January 9th, one of Walter Scott's _Pe!."~ona1i.!Y

Para~(' responses stated that CIA " uses political asc;assination as a
weapon" and that Operation Phoenix " run by the CIA established a new
high for U. S. political assassinations in Vietnam. II Since I have held
responsible positions in CIA for many years and was also (during de­
tached s erVi ce from CIA) res pon sible for U. S. support to Operati on
Phoenix, I believe I am uniquely qualified to testify (as I have in public'
session under oath to Senate and House Committees) that:

a. CIA does not and has not used political assassination as

a weapon.

b. Operation Phoen.ix "..as run not by the CIA but by the
Goverrunent of Vietnam with the support of the CORDS element

of the U. S. Military Assistance Conunand.

"c. Operation Phoenix is not a program of assassination.
Members of the Viet Cong apparatus were killed in the course
of military operations b..E::-1=-esisting~police~arr_<;:.~~~There is a
vast difference in kind, not rnerely degree, between these L~",c.t1u
..inG-l\1ding..:>oc.cal>iona,1~--"""'and.fewA-=:"'.;.auuse~aud the Viet Cong I s
conscious campaign of terrorism referred to by Mr. Scott.

In order to clarify this important question to the mi~ons of con­
cerned Alnericans who might be n.isled by Mr. Scott's colurr~ I shoulci

appreciate your publishing this letter.

Sincerely,

W. E. Colby
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